  BYLAWS
ARTICLE I. - MEMBERS


Application for membership in this Association shall be executed upon standard 
forms as may be approved by the Board of Officers of this Association.


Completed membership applications should be submitted to the Chapter 
Secretary-Treasurer or directly to the International Offices.  Applications will be 
subject to verification of eligibility/membership classification by both the Chapter 
and the International Offices to assure membership at both levels.


Members shall be admitted in rigid accordance with the classification 
requirements set forth in Chapter Constitution Article V.  Membership SHALL 
NOT BE DENIED on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, national origin or 
numerical limitation. 

ARTICLE II. - OFFICERS IN GENERAL


Section 1 - Elected Officer Restrictions

The right to hold elected office, at all levels, and in all areas, of this Association is 
a privilege of ACTIVE CLASS members ONLY.


Section 2 - Election of Chapter Officers

The election of Chapter Officers shall be conducted in the following manner:



Not less than thirty (30) days PRIOR TO the International conference, the 


Chapter Secretary shall send letters out to allow members of the Chapter, 


whose dues are CURRENT, polling those members for nominations of 


candidates for the Chapter Offices. 



Members shall be given twenty-five (25) days to fill out nominations and 


return them to the Chapter Secretary.  Nominations received AFTER the 


deadline WILL NOT be considered.



The names of people nominated for any office will be checked against 


Chapter and International records to determine eligibility. 



Ballots will then be prepared by the Secretary containing the name(s) of 


the eligible candidate(s) for each office, plus a line for a write-in vote for 


each office.



The prepared ballots shall then be mailed out to all CURRENT members 


with instructions for casting their votes and returning the ballots not more 


than twenty-five (25) days after submission to the electorate.  Any ballots 


received AFTER the deadline WILL NOT be counted.



To be elected to any Chapter Office a candidate MUST RECEIVE a 


simple majority of the votes cast.



Should a simple majority not be determined on the first ballot, a "run-off" 


vote will be conducted between the two (2) candidates who received the 


greatest number of votes in the first ballot.  


Officers MUST be eligible to hold office in accordance with Constitution and 

Bylaws, Article II, Section 1.


Section 3 - Term of Office


Term of office for elected officers shall commence as the last order of business of 

the first regular business meeting held after officer elections have taken place.


The President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer and Association Executive 
Council Member shall serve a term of two (2) years.


Officers shall hold office until installation of their elected successors.  Officers 
may succeed themselves in office if duly elected to serve another term.


Section 4 - Notification of Election Results

IMMEDIATELY AFTER an election of officers, the Chapter Secretary shall 
publish the results of the election to ALL Chapter members.  A copy of the 
election results shall also be filed with the International Offices.

ARTICLE III. - OFFICER DUTIES AND AUTHORITY


Section 1 - Duties/Authority of Chapter President

In addition to such other authority as he may have, the Chapter President's duties 
and authorities shall include the following:

1.1 - Preside at all meetings of this Chapter and act as the Chairman of the Chapter Executive Committee.
1.2  - Appoint all committees in accordance with Article IV of these Bylaws.

1.3  - Carry out all the purposes of this Chapter asset forth in this Constitution and Bylaws.

1.4  - Keep the Vice-President and Executive Committee informed on all Chapter matters. 

1.5  - Make appointments to fill vacancies in office.

1.6  - Carry out his duties as delegated in this Article, and those policies duly adopted by the Quorum and the Executive Committees.

1.7  - Appoint special committees to perform tasks deemed necessary during his term of office in accordance with Article IV, Section 2, of these Bylaws.

1.8  - Call any committee into session at any time.


The Chapter President's parliamentary decision at meetings shall be final, 
provided it not be in conflict with the meeting rules of this Chapter or Roberts 
Rules of Order.


Section 2 - Duties/Authority of Chapter Vice-President

It shall be the duty of the Chapter Vice-President to perform all the duties of the 
Chapter President in his absence.  The Vice-President is to act in reasonable and 
proper manner to perform duties as delegated in this Article.

Section 3 - Duties/Authority of Chapter Secretary-Treasurer

In addition to such other authority as he may have, the Chapter Secretary-
Treasurer's duties and authorities shall include the following:



3.1 - Keep minutes of all Chapter meeting and forward copies of those 


minutes to the International Offices according to Article I, Section 9 of the 

Association Constitutions and Bylaws.



3.2 - Keep a complete roll of the Chapter membership.



3.3 - Keep complete records of all monies owed to the Chapter and of all 


expenditures incurred by the Chapter, taking all appropriate measures to 


assure the prompt collection of, payment of, and accounting for, Chapter 


funds.



3.4 - Prepare a full report of the funds in the treasury, business 



expenditures and receipts for presentation at each semi-annual general 


business meeting and at such other times as the Executive Committee may 

direct.



3.5 - Act as Secretary for the Executive Committee.



3.6 - Receive and answer correspondence and perform such other Chapter 


duties as may be required by the President.



3.7 - Establish credit and banking facilities.



3.8 - Arrange for printing, recording and clerical facilities.



3.9 - Provide information and other services as necessary to perform hi/her 

duties.



3.10 - Incur reasonable expenditures in accordance with Article V of these 

Bylaws.



3.11 - Send flowers for deceased members of the Chapter, and cards of 


condolence for the sick and disabled members of the Chapter, each such 


expenditures to be paid from the Chapter treasury, not to exceed $15.00 


plus costs.



3.12 - Promptly deliver all funds, books and papers to his/her successor or 


whomever the Chapter may designate.


Section 4 - Duties/Authority of Association Executive Council Member

It shall be the duty of the Association Executive Council Member to Represent 

his/her Chapter on the International Executive Council.  In the event of the 
inability of the elected member to attend a meeting of the International Executive 
Council, the Chapter President may appoint an alternate to represent the Chapter 
at that meeting.  The alternate delegate shall be furnished with proper written 
credentials authorized by the Chapter President, a copy which shall be submitted 
to the International Office.

ARTICLE IV. - COMMITTEES


Section 1 - Standing Committees

The Standing Committees which this Chapter will actively maintain are the 
EXECUTIVE, FREQUENCY ADVISORY, OPERATING PROCEDURES, and 
TRAINING STANDARDS committees.


Chapter members with the best possible qualifications will be appointed to act as 
the contact people between this Chapter, other Chapters and National APCO for 
each of there remaining Standing Committees identified in the Association 
Constitution and Bylaws which, although not actively maintained by this Chapter, 
may be of future importance to the Chapter. 


Except for the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, the Chapter President shall appoint 
ALL members of the Standing Committees, including contact people.  Members 
of the Standing Committees and Standing Committee contact people shall serve 
until the expiration of their terms, and thereafter until the Chapter Secretary is 
notified in writing by the current Chapter President of the names of their 
successors.

Standing Committees and their Chairmen shall determine the matters they shall 
consider, subject to direction as the Chapter President shall deem desirable to 
achieve the purposes of the Chapter, provided NO Presidential limitation shall be 
placed on the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.


Standing Committee contact people will be required to keep the Chapter President 
advised of any matters they feel the Chapter should take action on.  If necessary, 
the Chapter President shall appoint a committee, with the contact person as the 
Chairman, to take any such action as maybe deemed necessary at the time.  


Quorum of a Standing Committee, except as otherwise provided, shall be its 
Chairman and any number of members participating in a meeting or a 
membership poll.


Actions of a Standing Committee shall, except as otherwise provided, be taken at 
each meeting or at other times by two (2) weeks prior written notice from its 
Chairman or by poll of the membership pursuant to direction from the Chairman.

1.1 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected Chapter Officers and the immediate past President.  Executive Committee members are eligible to succeed themselves.

Duties of the Executive Committee shall include:

1.1.1 - Reporting at each meeting of this Chapter all measures 
considered during the current year and suggest means of advancing 
and implementing the purpose of this Chapter; and,

1.1.2- Supervising all accounts and expenses and review any audit 
of the accounts of the Secretary Treasurer, required or otherwise; 
and,

1.1.3- Making definite recommendations to the Quorum on matters 
published and/or matters of which it has received notice.



The Executive Committee is the governing body of this Chapter.  It shall 


carry out all of the instructions given to it by the Chapter.  It shall have the 

power and authority between meetings of this Chapter to perform all 


functions and do all acts which this Chapter might do or perform.  It shall 


NOT have the power to amend the Chapter Constitution and/or Bylaws 


except to update them to bring them into compliance with any changes 


made in the Association Constitution and/or Bylaws.  Any other changes 


MUST BE submitted to the Chapter members for approval on an item by 


item basis.  It has the power to convene or poll itself by majority vote.


Meetings of the Executive Committee shall convene at such time and 


place as may be determined upon the call of the President or as self-


convened, or upon the call of two thirds (2/3) of the members thereof.  


Two (2) weeks written notice shall be given members thereof, except 


when this Chapter is in Conference, except when otherwise provided by 


majority vote of the Committee members.


1.2 FREQUENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE



The Frequency Advisory Committee shall represent APCO as the liaison 


with other organizations engaged in the public-safety radio services.  This 


committee shall keep abreast of frequency allocation matters and shall 


facilitate the work of the several frequency advisory committees of the 


Chapters through the exchange of information and development of 



uniform coordination of frequencies, and shall exert its efforts toward the 


end of developing and following improved methods of frequency 



coordination.



1.3 OPERATING PROCEDURES COMMITTEE


The Operating Procedures Committee shall study, report, and make 


recommendations on ideas, methods, and planning related to 



communications operating procedures, records, files, and training.



1.4 TRAINING STANDARDS COMMITTEE



The Training Standards Committee shall develop and update as necessary 


a basic guideline for minimum training standards for telecommunications 


operators.


Section 2 - Special Committee



Special committees may be appointed by the Chapter President as he/she deems 
necessary for specific tasks.  Members of these committees shall serve at the 
pleasure of the President.  Otherwise, their terms shall expire concurrently with 
that of the President.


Section 3 - Duties of Committees

Where otherwise not stated, the duties of ALL committees shall be defined by the 
Chapter President.

ARTICLE V - FINANCES


Section 1 - Banking Facilities

Funds of this Chapter shall be kept on deposit in any accredited banking 
institution as approved by the Chapter Executive committee.


Section 2 - Bookkeeping


The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep complete records of all monies owed to the 
Chapter and of all expenditures incurred by the Chapter and shall take all 
appropriate measures to insured the prompt collection of, payment of, and 
accounting for, chapter funds. 


Section 3 - General Expenses for Secretary-Treasurer

The Chapter Secretary-Treasurer may incur any reasonable and proper expenses 
in the performance of his/her duties.  Such expenses would include, but not be 
restricted to, postage, stationary supplies, receipt books and other record keeping 
supplies.


Section 4 - Report to the Chapter Executive Committee



The Chapter Secretary-Treasurer shall submit periodical financial statements to 
the Chapter Executive Committee and have a complete audit of all records made 
at such time as the Executive Committee may direct. 


Section 5 - Disbursement of Funds

Disbursement of any and all Chapter funds and monies shall be by check only.

ARTICLE VI - DUES

Section 1 - Dues Notices


Membership dues are due and payable sixty (60) days prior to the member's 
anniversary date (date member joined the Association) and members shall be 
billed.  Dues notices for all Chapter members are mailed out from the 
International Offices.  Notices may be returned, with you payment, directly to the 
International Offices or to the Chapter Secretary-Treasurer who will forward the 
dues on to the International Offices.

Section 2 - Dues Payment Schedule 


Annual membership dues will be based on a full twelve (12) month period 
commencing from the date that the dues are received and the membership 
application is approved (anniversary date).  



2.1 - Dues are past due thirty (30) days after the member's anniversary 


date.



2.2 - Non-paying members are in arrears after such date and shall be 


notified at that time that they have been removed from membership and 


the benefits thereof.  



2.3 - Members who have been dropped from the membership rolls in 


accordance with subsection 2.2 of this Article (above) shall be placed in a 


pending status with no benefits for a period of three (3) months.  If, during 

that three (3) month period, they pay their proper dues, then they shall be 


reinstated to full membership and shall retain their original member 


anniversary date.



2.4 - After the expiration of the three (3) month pending status period, 


such persons who elect to rejoin shall be required to apply as new 



members and shall be assigned new membership anniversary dates.


Section 3 - Chapter Dues


Chapter dues for members of this Chapter, regardless of membership 
classification, shall be $5.00 per year.


Section 4 - Association Dues

Chapter dues are for members of this Chapter, regardless of membership in the 
International Association according to the following schedule:



Membership Classification Dues



Association


Active……………………………………………………….
$45 per year



Associate…………………………………………………....
$25 per year



Telecommunicator………………………………………….
$25 per year



Commercial……………………………………….………...
$45 per year



Engineer/Technician……………………………………......
$25 per year



Honorary……………………………………………………
$20 per year


Section 5 - Collection of Chapter Dues International Association

The International Association shall have the authority to bill each member of this 
Chapter for chapter dues of $5.00 per year.  The Chapter dues shall always be 
added to the Association dues, regardless of any changes in the Association dues 
structure.



Section 6 - Multiple Memberships

Multiple memberships, in accordance with the provisions for this class of 
membership set forth in Chapter Constitution Article V, Section 2.10, are 
recorded only at the Chapter level and issued at Chapter dues rates.  Such dues are 
NOT reported to the International Office and are payable only to the Chapter(s)  
in which the member holds multiple memberships.  

Section 7 - Military Member Dues

Military members, as defined in Chapter Constitution Article V, Section 3, are 
exempt from payment of dues.  


Section 8 - Chapter Honorary Members

Chapter Honorary members, as defined in Chapter Constitution Article V, 


Section 2.7, are exempt from payment of dues, except that the Chapter shall pay 
$20.00 per year to the International Association Offices for the APCO Bulletin 
subscription fees.

ARTICLE VII - QUORUMS

Section 1 - Meeting Quorum


A MEETING QUORUM shall consist of those Chapter members attending a 
business session at a Chapter meeting.  Should a quorum consist of less than a 
majority of the members of the Chapter, a two-thirds (2/3) vote shall be required 
to determine an issue that would normally require only a simple majority.  Where 
a two-thirds (2/3) vote is normally required, there shall then be required a three-
fourths (3/4) vote to determine an issue.


Section 2 - Chapter Executive Committee Quorum

A meeting of the Chapter Executive Committee shall not be official unless 
attended by a majority of its members.

ARTICLE VIII - VOTING BETWEEN MEETINGS

Should an issue of importance to the Chapter and its members arise between 
regular Chapter business meetings, other than amendment of the Chapter 
Constitution and/or Bylaws, the Chapter President shall have initiated a 
referendum ballot by mail to all voting members; shall provide for the tallying of 
those ballots; and, shall act in accordance with the will of those ballots.


In the presence of a mailed ballot on an issue, silence (in the form of any 
UNRETURNED ballot) shall cast a vote for the affirmative.
ARTICLE IX - PROCEDURE

Section 1 - Parliamentary Procedure

Upon any question coming before this Chapter not otherwise specifically 
provided for in the Constitution and/or Bylaws of the Association and/or Chapter, 
the Presiding Officer shall be governed by ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER.

Section 2 - Ruling Body

The RULING BODY of the Association shall be the ACTIVE CLASS 
membership.  The RULING BODY of this Chapter shall be the Chapter 
Executive Committee.


Section 3 - Removal from Office (Impeachment)

An elected officer may be removed from office for cause by a two-thirds (2/3) 
majority vote of the Chapter Executive Committee after notice and hearing.  

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS

Section 1 - Requests for Drafting Resolutions

Resolutions and requests for drafting of resolutions shall be in writing and 
submitted to the Chairman of the Resolution and Bylaws Committee in sufficient 
time for consideration and reporting to the membership prior to the casting of any 
ballots.



Section 2 - Amending Resolutions

Resolutions proposing amendment to the Chapter Constitution and/or Bylaws 
shall be written in formal character, shall include the exact location of the affected 
part, shall contain the exact substitute wording, if any, and shall be presented in 
duplicate to the Chairman of the Resolution and Bylaws Committee.


Section 3 - Quorum Revision of Resolution

Upon the taking up of the matter of a resolution by the Quorum and within its 
sovereign power as dictated by the best interests of this Chapter, a Meeting 
Quorum may make amendments and revise language thereof, by means of a 
majority vote being taken upon each such proposed resolution amendment and/or 
revision.


Section 4 - Effective Date of Amendments

Resolutions passed and adopted by this Chapter in accordance with other 
provisions of the constitution and/or Bylaws, shall be in force and effect up on the 
adjournment of the meeting wherein considered and adopted, provided an 
exception to this effect is not otherwise contained in the language of the 
resolution adopted.

ARTICLE XI - DISBURSEMENT OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION

Should MONTANA APCO, INC., be dissolved, any funds remaining in the 
treasury after payment of obligations, if any, shall be distributed to a like-wise 
tax-free organization or organization as selected by the Chapter Executive 
Committee if between regular meetings, or, by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of 
the Meeting Quorum. 

Date of Amendments to and/or Revisions of the Montana APCO Chapter Constitution and/or Bylaws



AMENDED/REVISED:  18 NOVEMBER 1976_


AMENDED/REVISED:  20 JANUARY 1982___


AMENDED/REVISED:  11 APRIL 1983______
_



AMENDED/REVISED:  3 FEBRUARY 1984​​__


AMENDED/REVISED:  15 JULY 1986_______


AMENDED/REVISED:  10 MARCH 1991_____


AMENDED/REVISED:  ___________________


AMENDED/REVISED:  ___________________



AMENDED/REVISED:  ___________________



AMENDED/REVISED:  ___________________
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