CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I. - NAME / GEOGRAPHICAL AREA


Section 1 - Name


This organization shall be known as the MONTANA Chapter of the Associated 
Public-Safety Communications Officers, Inc. (APCO).

Section 2 - Geographical Area

As authorized by the CHARTER issued by the International Office of the 
Associated Public-Safety Communications Officers, Inc., on 12 August 1973, the 
geographical area included within this chapter is the State of Montana.

ARTICLE II. - PUBLIC SAFETY ENTITY - DEFINITION


For the purpose of this Constitution and Bylaws, a PUBLIC-SAFETY ENTITY is defined as an agency, department, division or section of a separate function of government which: 



Has been created by state and/or federal laws, and which is fully, or to the 


largest extent, financially supported by tax revenue, and;



Is concerned with the functions of police and general law enforcement, 


fire, highway safety, emergency medical services, disaster and emergency 


services (civil defense), search and rescue, forestry conservation and the 


various related activities of state and local government. 
ARTICLE III. - PURPOSE


The purpose of the MONTANA Chapter of APCO shall be to:



Foster development and progress of the art of public-safety 




communications and to promote cooperation in the communications 


activities of Town, City, County, State and Federal public safety agencies 


and other governmental authorities, and of the communications units 


thereof, to the end that the safety of human lives, the protection of 



property and general welfare of all people may be benefited to the highest 


degree. 



Aid and assist in the development of methods, systems and other media 


for the rapid and accurate collection, exchange and dissemination of 


information relating to crime and criminals, emergencies and other 



important matters of public nature. 



To prepare, offer and provide assistance to public-safety organizations and 

allied interests in the matter of their requirements relative to 



communications equipment and its operation, and to participate before 


appropriate agencies in the framing of legislation, regulatory rules and 


measures pertaining to public-safety communications policy. 


Provide for membership in the Association in accordance with the 



language and intent of its Constitution and Bylaws which are now, and 


may later be, in effect.  Membership shall be so classified and have such 


rights, privileges, and restrictions as may be provided from time to time in 


keeping with the state of development in the art of public-safety 



communications.



Abide by the provisions and requirements of the Association Constitution 


and Bylaws, which shall take precedence in all matters of question in the 


Chapter.

ARTICLE IV. - MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTIONS

The Montana APCO Chapter shall have those membership classes as provided for 
the ARTICLE I of the Association Constitution and Bylaws.  There shall be NO 
LIMIT placed upon the number of members in any classification.  The rights with 
respect to Chapter and Association matters provided by each class of membership, 
including voting prerogative of Montana APCO Chapter to determine voting 
rights on Chapter matters.  Only members in the ACTIVE classification may vote 
on matters which, in the judgment of the Association Board of Officers, are 
national in scope or which involve changes in the Association Constitution and/or 
Bylaws.  Only members in the ACTIVE classification may vote in the 
International Quorum.  
ARTICLE V. - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 -- Membership Designation 


The membership of this Association shall be divided into the following classes:  
ACTIVE; ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN; TELECOMMUNICATOR; 
COMMERCIAL; ASSOCIATE; LIFE; CHAPTER HONORARY; 
SUSTAINING; AND RETIRED.


In addition to the above membership classifications which are defined in    
Section 2 of this Article, provision is hereby made for members to affiliate with 
more than one (1) APCO Chapter under MULTIPLE memberships.  Provisions is 
also made for any political entity, qualifying under the meaning and intent of 
Association Constitution and Bylaws Article I, Section ii, and Section 2.11 of this 
Article, to be eligible for GOVERNMENTAL MEMBERSHIP in this Association 
and Chapter.


Members shall be admitted in rigid accordance with the classification 
requirements set forth in this Article and membership shall not be denied on the 
basis of race, color, creed, national origin, or numerical limitation.


Applications for membership will be processed in accordance with the provisions 
of Article I of the National APCO Bylaws. 


Section 2 -- Membership Class Definitions



2.1 ACTIVE


The following shall be eligible for Active Class membership in this 


Association:




2.1.1 - All administrative and supervisory personnel responsible 



for planning, organizing, staffing directing, and controlling 




functions required in the design, construction, installation, 




maintenance, command an/or operation of public-safety 




communications systems who are full time employed and salaried 



by a federal, state, or local government agency; provided however 



that such administrative or supervisory personnel in Emergency 



Medical Services, Disaster and Emergency Services, and/or 



Volunteer Fire Department communications systems need not be 



full-time employed and salaried by a federal, state, or local 




government.




2.1.2- All persons who have maintained an 






ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN or TELECOMMUNICATOR 




membership classification, or a combination thereof, for a 




minimum period of tow (2) years.  


No person shall be eligible for membership under any portion of the 


subsection (2.1) who engages in the commercial manufacture, lease or sale 

of public-safety communications equipment.



2.2 ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN


The following shall be eligible for ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN 



membership in this Association:



2.2.1 - Those non-supervisory persons who are employed full-time 



by public-safety organizations for the purpose of designing and 



constructing communications components and systems, and for 



installing and/or maintaining communications equipment; provided 


however that such described personnel in Emergency Medical 



Services, Disaster and Emergency Services, and/or Volunteer Fire 



Department communications systems need not be full-time salaried 


by a federal, state or local government. 




2.2.2 - ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN members shall not hold office.  


They may serve on the following specific Standing Committees:  



Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Service; Operating 




Procedure; Telecommunications; and Frequency Advisory.  They 



may also serve on special committees and otherwise enjoy all 



benefits of this Association.




2.2.3 - Those persons who maintain their 






ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN membership for a minimum of two 



(2) years are eligible, upon payment of proper dues, to be 




transferred into the ACTIVE membership class. 


No person shall be eligible for membership under any portion of this 


subsection (2.2) who engages in the commercial manufacture, lease or sale 

of public-safety communications equipment. 



2.3 TELECOMMUNICATOR


The following shall be eligible for TELECOMMUNICATOR class 


membership in this Association:




2.3.1 - Those non-supervisory persons who are employed full-time 



by public-safety organizations to operate communications 




equipment for the purpose of dispatching information; provided 



however that such described personnel in Emergency Medical 



Services, Disaster and Emergency Services, and/or Volunteer Fire 



Department communications systems need not be full-time 




employed and salaried by a federal, state or local government.




2.3.2 - Telecommunicator members shall not hold office.  




Telecommunicator members may serve on the specific Standing 



Committees: Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Service; 



Operating Procedures; and Telecommunications.  They may serve 



on special committees and otherwise enjoy the benefits of this 



Association.  




2.3.3 - Those persons who maintain their 






TELECOMMUNICATOR class membership for a minimum of 



two (2) of two (2) years are eligible, upon payment of proper dues, 



to be transferred into the ACTIVE membership class.  



No person shall be eligible for membership under any portion of this 


subsection (2.3) who engages in the commercial manufacture, lease or sale 

of public safety communications equipment.  



2.4 COMMERCIAL



The following shall be eligible for COMMERCIAL membership in this 


Association:




2.4.1 - Those persons in the business world who receive any 



amount or type of compensation which is derived from the design, 



manufacture, sale, service, maintenance, lease, rental or promotion 



configurations of communications equipment or related items 



which are used or can potentially be used by public-safety entities; 


and,




2.4.2 - Those persons who are engaged in writing, publishing, 



advising and consulting in the land mobile communications field 



or who distribute good and represent companies, firms, or persons, 



including themselves and others, who profit materially from such 



activities. 




2.4.3 - COMMERCIAL members shall not hold office.  




COMMERCIAL members are eligible to serve on the 




COMMERCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE, ad hoc and special 



committees and groups.  



2.5 ASSOCIATE



The following shall be eligible for ASSOCIATE membership in this 


Association:




2.5.1 - Those persons to eligible for, nor restricted to, other classes 



of membership provided for in this Constitution.




2.5.2 - ASSOCIATE members shall not hold office, but may serve 



on the following specific Standing Committees:  Emergency 



Preparedness and Disaster Services; Operating Procedures; and 



Telecommunications.  They may also serve on special committees, 


and otherwise enjoy the benefits of this Association.



2.6 LIFE



The term LIFE is an honorary term and shall be in addition to that of the 


regular membership classification title held by the member.



This class of membership may only be bestowed in accordance with the 


International APCO Constitution and Bylaws, Article I.  



The privileges of a LIFE member shall be determined by his/her other 


membership classification; provided however a LIFE member shall be 


exempt from the payment of dues.  



2.7 CHAPTER HONORARY


This honorary designation is reserved for those persons, including those 


who have retired due to age or physical disability, who have made 



significant contribution toward the objectives of this Chapter.  This honor 


shall be bestowed upon a person in the following manner:




2.7.1 - The appropriate Chapter Executive Committee shall make a 


recommendation to the Chapter that such an honor be bestowed; 



and,




2.7.2 - The appropriate Chapter Quorum, during one of its 




regularly scheduled meetings, shall approve the recommendation 



by a majority vote.



2.7.3 - The term of this honor shall be at the discretion of the 



Chapter.



The privileges of a CHAPTER HONORARY member shall be determined 

by his/her other membership classification, if any; provided that the 


Chapter shall pay the regular member annual subscription fee for the 


APCO BULLETIN in accordance with the requirements of International 


APCO Bylaws Article I, Section 8. 



2.8 SUSTAINING



This class of membership may only be bestowed in accordance with the 


International APCO Constitution, Bylaws, Article I.



SUSTAINING members shall not hold office, and may serve only on 


special committees.



2.9 RETIRED



The following shall be eligible for RETIRED membership in this Chapter:




2.9.1 - Those former members of this Chapter, in any class, who 



have fully retired from their former regular occupational positions 



and are no longer gainfully employed or otherwise compensated 



for current services provided in any manner to the general field of 



commercial, private or public communications. 




2.9.2 - RETIRED members are eligible to serve on special and ad 



hoc committees.



2.9.3 - RETIRED former ACTIVE class members who refrain in 



every way from participation or appearing to participate in the 



commercial aspects of telecommunications may serve on the 



Frequency Advisory Committee.



2.10 MULTIPLE MEMBERSHIP



International APCO has established MULTIPLE MEMBERSHIPS, in 


accordance with International APCO Constitution and Bylaws, Article I, 


Section 10 and Bylaws Article VI, Section 1.9, for those persons who wish 

to affiliate with and hold membership in more than one (1) APCO 



Chapter.  



Any Chapter member wishing to maintain a MULTIPLE MEMBERSHIP 


must do so in accordance with the policies set forth in the International 


APCO Constitution, and Bylaws (Constitution and Bylaws, Article I, 


Section 10.).



2.11 GOVERNMENTAL MEMBERSHIP


Any political entity qualifying under the meaning and intent of Article II 


of this Constitution, hereinafter, referred to as the MASTER APPLICANT 

in this category, among whose employees two (2) or more, ar eligible for 


membership in accordance with the other subsections of this, Section 2 of 


Article V, whom the MASTER APPLICANT wishes to enroll as a group 


APCO and this Chapter, is eligible for this class of membership with the 


following stipulations:



2.11.1 - At least one (1) of the employees in each applicant group, 



per each dues year, shall be eligible for, or the particular MASTER 


APPLICANT shall have at least one (1) employee enrolled as an 



ACTIVE class member of the Association;




2.11.2 - All employees in each group shall reside, live or work 



within the boundaries of Montana Chapter and shall be members of 


the Montana Chapter;



2.11.3 - Memberships in good standing within a group may be 



transferred during a given dues period from current employees 



leaving the group to new employees entering the group upon each 



such individual request by the MASTER APPLICANT to the 



Chapter Secretary.  




2.11.4 - The individual members shall be classified as the serve in 



the Association in accordance with the appropriate membership 



requirements which are set forth elsewhere in this Constitution and 


Bylaws.  The will of the GOVERNMENTAL MEMBER shall be 



expressed within this Association only by the means of these 



individual members.


Section 3 - Military Members

Members in the Armed Forces of the United States who are in good standing in 

the Association at the time of entry into the Armed Forces during a declared war, 
or inducted into any military program, shall be carried as paid up members in 
good standing for the duration of active service and six months thereafter.  

ARTICLE VI. - VOTING RESTRICTIONS


The right to vote on matters which in the judgment of the International APCO 
Board of Officers, are International in scope or which involve changes in the 
International APCO Constitution and/or Bylaws, is a privilege of ACTIVE 
CLASS MEMBERS ONLY.  Only members in the ACTIVE classification may 
vote in the International Quorum.  


Voting rights on MONTANA APCO CHAPTER matters shall be extended to 

ALL CHAPTER MEMBERS, regardless of their membership classification.  


Voting members are required to be citizens of the United States of America and 

its territories or possessions. 

ARTICLE VII. - CHAPTER MEETINGS


The Chapter shall hold regular meetings at least semi-annually -- once in the 
spring/early summer (BEFORE The International Conference) and once in the 
late summer/fall (AFTER The International Conference).  The time and place for 
each meeting shall be selected at the preceding meeting, provided however, that 
the Chapter Executive Committee may select such other time and place as they 
may see fit, in the event the selected meeting time and/or place should later prove 
to be undesirable or unavailable. 


The Chapter is REQUIRED by the International APCO Constitution and Bylaws 
to submit a report of each of its meetings in writing to the International Office 
within thirty (30) days after the adjournment of such meetings.  The report shall 
be made in the form of a copy of the minutes herewithin required to be kept of 
each such Chapter meeting. 
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