
Montana APCO Chapter Meeting

Thursday, October 29, 2009 – 9 AM
Holiday Inn Parkside
Missoula, MT

Attendees:

Dale Osborne,
Montana Highway Patrol

Susan Bomstad,  Missoula 911
Kimberly Burdick, Chouteau County SO
Jason Ledford, Cascade County 911 
Amy Heser, Cascade County 911

Becky Berger, State of Montana – 911 Program

Monica Ness, State of Montana – 911 Program

Rhonda Sullivan, State of Montana – 911 Program

Peggy Glass, Park County 911
Carol Venegas, Chouteau County SO
Sonya Anderson, Yellowstone National Park

Kaelyn Johnson
. Yellowstone National Park

Avery Johnson, Montana Highway Patrol

Audrey Anderson, Montana Highway Patrol

Pat Hintz, Missoula 911

Heather Roos, Miles City PD

Jim Thomas, Montana Law Enforcement Academy

Curt Stinson, Helena PD

Kim Prigge, Helena PD

Joanna Hamilton, Ravalli County 911

Tracy Finn, Flathead County 911
Sharon Ellington, McCone County Dispatch

Tammy Brown, Flathead County Dispatch

Marsha Hawkins, Flathead County Dispatch

Mike Kent, Helena PD

Zach Slattery, Helena PD
Bill Carrow, International APCO President Elect/Delaware State Police
The meeting was brought to order by President Susan Bomstad.  Jason Ledford moved to accept the minutes from the April 23, 2009, meeting.  Becky Berger seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  Dale Osborne moved to accept the treasurer’s report prepared by Susan Bomstad, Jason Ledford seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.
TERT (Telecommunicator Emergency Response Team)
TERT is an APCO/NENA venture, a program to deploy teams of Public-Safety Dispatchers inter- or intra-state to assist with disasters.  Participants who take the classes can be designated as Supervisor, Leader, Dispatcher, etc.  Natalie Duran from Dade County Florida Fire Rescue is teaching the TERT Basic Awareness class and the TERT Team Leader course at the conference.   Montana State DES will announce tomorrow that their department will be the host for TERT in Montana.   There will be regional coordinators in place and TERT team members may be deployable by next year.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Susan and Kimberly have been appointed to APCO International’s Professional Communications Human Resources Task Force (PRO-CHRT).  PRO-CHRT will gather information, study, and prepare reference materials for human resource issues such as professional recognition, certification requirements, Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) laws, and retirement eligibility for public safety dispatchers across the country.   Bill Carrow explained that right now public safety dispatchers are excluded from the schedules that officers are entitled to under FLSA.
Even though House Bill 31 did not pass in 2009, we are not giving up!  We plan to introduce legislation for public safety dispatchers to join the Sheriffs’ Retirement System again in 2011.  Becky urged all to invite legislators to their dispatch centers, and to promote public education.  She volunteered to put a link to the legislative districts on the State 9-1-1 website.   Kimberly noted that National Public Safety Telecommunications Week (April 11-17, 2010) would be an ideal opportunity to promote awareness for legislators.  Invite them to your dispatch centers, and talk to them about why we need the opportunity for early retirement.  If you need to remind yourself about our justification, the 20 year retirement proposal is still on the website.  Jim Thomas reminded us that some of the legislators are up for election this year, so don’t forget to talk to prospective candidates about our issues.  Also, we need to make it clear that, despite the fact that there will be additional cost to the counties, there will be an opportunity for cost recovery.  It will save turnover costs (recruiting, hiring, training) and ultimately, liability.  Kathy McGowan will be our lobbyist again for the 2011 legislative session.
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

The 2009 Montana APCO conference was held at the Holiday Inn Parkside in Missoula on October 28 and 29.  Two separate pre-conference Active Shooter classes were held on October 26th and 27th.  A Telecommunicator Emergency Response Team (TERT) Basic Awareness course was held on October 29th and the TERT Team Leader class on October 30th.  Jason Ledford arranged for the classes and presenters for the conference itself.  Cliff Peck, MT APCO’s Commercial Chapter Advisory Member (CCAM), coordinated the vendor registration and setup this year.   
Discussion of future conference cities – those mentioned included Kalispell, Bozeman, Lewistown.  When considering where to hold the annual APCO conferences, there must be sufficient facilities available such as a large hotel/convention center with room for vendor area, classrooms, sleeping rooms, catering, and an airport nearby.

MFAC COMMITTEE
Since our last Chapter meeting, Jack Spillman was appointed as primary frequency coordinator for Montana.  Dale Osborne was appointed as alternate but will act as primary until Jack is able to take the classes in Daytona in November.    Jack will process the primary coordinations and Dale will deal with the concurrences.  Dale spoke about narrow-banding in 2013.
OLD BUSINESS
ByLaws

Now that the International APCO By-Laws have been adopted, Susan will appoint a chair of the By-Laws Committee, which will be tasked with re-writing our bylaws.
New Business

International APCO President-Elect Bill Carrow installed the newly elected officers:
Susan Bomstad – President

Joanna Hamilton – Vice President

Peggy Glass – Secretary/Treasurer

Kimberly Burdick – National Executive Council Representative
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Bomstad, President

Montana Chapter APCO

